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My last newsletter began with brief remarks to the effect that the 
Winter rains were upon us. Since then there has been almost no rain 
and we have experienced one of the most severe droughts for many 
years. Green hills quickly turned to brown and crops have either been 
completely lost or very badly damaged. The roadsides out of Jerusalem 
have been dotted by flocks of sheep and goats turned out to forage on 
the badly burned grein. 


The past month has been marked by religious observances of various 
kinds--Christian Holy “leek and Easter and Islamic Nebi Musa and Rama- 
lan. Today marks the beginning of the five-day Feast of Ramadan fol- 
lowing the fast month of Ramadan. Our Muslim friends are today visit- 


ing from house to house partaking of coffee and sweets and greeting 
one another with "kul'tam Weantum bikher," 





The Easter season was rich and full; I have again asked Dr. Sellers 
to report on those religious activities: 


"This year the Easter season in Jerusalem was filled with activi- 
ties. During the two weeks of Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox 
celebrations a throng of tourists and pilgrims estimated at 20,000 
came to the Holy City. Naturally facilities at the School were taxed 


and it was a pleasure to have guests interested in the historical and 
archaeological aspects of this land. 


"For the Latins, Anglicans, and Lutherans Holy Week began with 
Palm Sunday on March 30. Some from the School joined the YMCA pro- 
cession which left in cars at 5 aeme for Bethany and then walked to 
the Mount of Olives before breakfast. Others later joined a similar 
procession of the Anglicans, Some attended the morning service at 
the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer or the service at St. George's 
Cathedral. In the afternoon--some as marchers and some as spectators 
--many took in the Latin procession, led by the Franciscans, from 
Bethphage, down the Mount of Olives, through St. Stephen's Gate, to 
St. Anne's Churche There was a long and colorful body of marchers in 
two columns and the sides of the roads and the adjoining hills were 
thronged with spectators. 


"On Maundy Thursday a number joined the evening procession from 
Ste Mark's Church in the west part of the city, through the Dung 
Gate, and over to Gethsemane. This was the night of the full moone 
Most of the residents of the School joined the Good Friday morning 
walk along the Way of the Cross. The marchers were roughly divided 
into sections according to languages, each with a large cross borne 


on the shoulders of worshipperse It took more than two hours for the 
procession to pass. 
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"On Easter Sunday, April 6, the School was represented in the 
Latin services at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, a very early 
Friends service, and later a large evangelistic service at the Garden 
Tomb, the eleven o'clock service at St. George's, and the three o! 
Clock service at the Lutheran Church where Paul Lapp was the preacher. 


"During the Orthodox Holy Week, which this year followed the 
Latin, personnel of the School attended the Greek, Armenian, and Cop- 
tic foatwashings in the morning and the Armenian and Syrian footwash- 
ings in the afternoon of Maundy Thursday, April 10. On Friday even- 
ing a group ascended the Mount of Olives tn hear the singing at the 
Russian Church. And on Saturday some were brave enough to attend the 
Descent of the Healy Fire at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Mest 
were content to observe from the outside or to look down from a bal- 


cony rather than participate in the melee attending the lighting of 
candles from the sacred flame. 


"One pleasant feature was seeing Claus Hunzinger again and meet- 
ing his bride. He was conducting a group of pilgrims from Germany 


whe had crossed the Mediterranean on a small ship and reported a 
rough vayage. 


"This was the time not only of the two Christian Easters but alse 
of the Muslim Ramadan and across the walls the Jewish Passover. Dur- 
ing the two weeks the skies were clear and the weather warm which was 
well for the thousands of pilgrims including a large number of aged 
Greeks from Cyprus sleeping on roofs and in other open spaces." 


Trips have also constituted an important part of our activities. The 
students visited the dig at Dothan where Dr. Joseph Free is conduct- 
ing another season of work. Another trip took us across the Jordan 
River to visit a number of sites in Transjordan: Tell Nimrin, just 
east of the village of Shuneh, is an interesting small tell exhibit- 
ing Roman, Byzantine, and Arab occupation, Farther along the road, 
which is cut right through the mound, is Tell Mustah, also known lo- 
€ally as Tell Jariah from the Wadi Jariah on the south side of the 
tell. Burned levels and building remains, as well as an abundance of 
EB I sherds, attest to an occupation of this site not later than 
about 2900 B.C. Across the adi Nimrin is Tell Bleibil whose Iron 
Age sherds suggest that this site should be identified with Old Test- 
ament Beth-nimrah. Following the Wadi Nimrin, which later becomes 
the \Jadi Shu'eib, we continued through the town of es-Salt and from 
thence to the Jordan Valley. The view of the valley from this road 
is magnificent and breath-taking. Turning north we reached the in- 
dosing mound of Tell Deir'talla, identified by N. Glueck as 01d Test- 
ament Succoth. After spending some time collecting sherds we turned 
eastward travelling up the Wadi Zarqa--0ld Testament Jabbok; we 
Climbed a high hill on the north side of the wadi on which is located 
& modern monastery known as Deir Erat Erraiy from where we could see 
Tell Izmar to the northwest, Tell el-Hammeh (also known locally as 
Tell er-Ruwehah) at the foot of the hill, and the twisting, turning 
Zarga as it moves southwestward. After eating our lunch on this ime 
posing height we descended to Tell el-Hammeh, some to look for sherds 
and others to walk up the wadi as far as the hot springs where I was 
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able to get a soothing foot-bath! Leaving Tell el-Hammeh we travelled 
Southward to #ell ed=-Damieh--01d Testament Adamah--, crossed the Jor- 
dan, and made our way back to Jerusalem via the ‘Jadi Farita, Balata, 
and Ramallah, The large quantities of sherds brought back from sever- 


al sites and the knowledge gained of the geography of this part of the 
biblical lands attest to the success of the trip. 


A third jaunt took some of us directly to Khirbet Tabagqat Fahil-- 
Pella, The express purpose of this trip was to make some preliminary 
arrangements relating to a sounding which we plan to make beginning 
April 26. We found the villagers most hospitable and cooperative and, 
thanks to the help of Dr. Awni Dajani of the Department of Antiqui- 
ties, we were able to complete our negotiations with full success. 
After a fairly extensive exploration and after eating our lunch we 
visited Tell es-Satidieh, equated by Glueck with 01d Testament Zare- 
than; this is a large and imposing double site overlooking the Wadi 
Kufrinjeh with abundant remains visible on the surface, 


About two weeks ego I accompanied an American photographic group to 
the ‘Jadi Qumran area, visiting caves 1, 4, and 11, the excavations at 


Ain Feshkha, and the monastery. Today our students are off to Mar 
Sabae 


The excavations at Ain Feshkha, which I mentioned in my last newslet- 
ter, terminated just about a month ago. The levels uncovered corres- 
pond very closely to those of the ‘/Vadi Qumran area. 


York on the scrolls in the Museum progresses nicely. The manuscript 
for the second volume in the series, Discoveries in the Judean Desert, 
on the Murabbatat materials, has been completed and is on its way to 
London in the hands of Pére Roland deVaux. It will be a much larger 
volume than the first in this series. Our sincere congratulations go 
to the members of the scroll team who have spent many hundreds of , 
hours on this material, thus making so prompt a publication possible. 





Guests at the school havé been numerous. At the present time Prof. 
Howard T. Kuist, and Mrs. Kuist, of Princeton Theological Seminary, 
are with us under appointment as Honorary Lecturer. Late in March 
Dr. and Mrs. Carl Kraeling stayed with us for several days before dé- 
parting for Libya for another season of excavation at Tolmeitae. Dr. 
and Mrs. Oscar Seitz were with us for e@ couple of weeks in the middle 
of March. From the 14th to the 20th of March we had the pleasure of 
entertaining Mr. Oliver C. Reynolds, a trustee of the American 
Schools, and Mrs. Reynolds; we were able to show them many of the in- 
portant sites of the country and to share with them some of the ac- 
tivities of the School in Jerusalem. On March 11 we entertained the 
Middle East Travel Group under the direction of Edyth Armstrong Hoyt 
at a tea at which time I had an opportunity to explain the work of 
the School to about fifty persons. 


In my last newsletter I reported the leaving of Imran Abdo for 
Kuwait where he now holds the post of Inspector of Antiquities. His 
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place here at the School has been taken by Ali Hussein, a personable 
young man whom I think will work into the job very well. 


Friends of Mrs. Sellers will regret to learn that she fell recently, 
cracking a bone in her left ankle. It is now encased in a large 
plaster cast but she is still hopeful that she and Dr. Sellers will 
be able to leave as scheduled on or about May 1. Otherwise all of 
us are enjoying good health, and the routine work and research go on 


as usual with the midnight oil being burned for the last stages of 
the writing of the Beth-zur reporte 


H,. Neil Richardson, Director 


Jerusalem School 





